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of the Prince of Wales's visit and some persons believe that people
could attend it. They say that they can understand the idea of not
joining in honouring the Prince, but why should one not attend
fairs, fireworks, etc., of which the municipality will bear the cost?
This argument is not correct for, if expenditure is the only thing
to be taken into consideration, the Prince will be honoured at our
cost. The money which the Government spends is ours. Our
argument is that we should not attend a function in arranging which
we have had no voice, even if the expenses are met with our money.
If a robber held a feast at our expense, would we attend it ? Even
so, I can see no difference between a party for honouring the Prince
and a function for celebrating his visit. If we should keep away
from one, we should keep away from both.
INTELLIGENCE AND THE SPINNING-WHEEL
I have been receiving numerous criticisms on a statement made
by the Poet in his article1. It is to the effect that the spinning-
wheel will curb the mind of the man who plies it. I do not wish
to publish the criticisms since the Poet's statement is merely an
inference. Millions of spinning-wheels are in use in the country
today. I know that among the people who ply the wheel are
lawyers, doctors and philosophers from all provinces. Suffice it to
say that the evidence of their experience is against the Poet's
inference. I have questioned hundreds of students and they have
not found the spinning-wheel to be an enemy of intelligence. The
experience of doctors and lawyers is similar. A well-known novelist
of Bengal once came to see me merely to tell me his experience.
He said that he plied the spinning-wheel regularly and that, in
consequence, his art had improved. I do not wish to read too
much into all this. I only wish to show that the intelligence
of the intelligent is sharpened by body labour of any kind and,
if the work is beneficial to the people, it becomes sanctified.
Spinning, being clean, light and pleasant work is the best form of
such body labour and is, in the present plight of the country, the
wish-fulfilling tree of heaven for us.
"APPEAL TO ISMAILI FIRKA JAMAT"
Writing under this heading, Mr. Fidahussain Daudbhai Poona-
wala says that all Muslims, Khojas, Bohras and others owe it as
duty to give the fullest co-operation in swadeshi; if they do not,
1 "The Gall of Truth" by Rabindranath Tagore in the October issue of
The Modern Review, Calcutta